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John F. Wippel, ed., Studies in Medieval Philosophy, Vol. I 7: Studies in
Philosophy and the History of Philosophy, Catholic University Press,
1987.

This volume contains 12 highly interesting and self-contained studies
on various topics of medieval philosophy. Most of them deal with metaphysics, but there is also one article on logic, two articles which touch
substantially on concepts of ethics, and one on philosophical psychology.
Most studies deal with the philosophical tradition of the Latin world, but
there are two articles which deal with philosophical problems outside that
tradition, one on an Islamic author ("Al-Farabi and Emanationism" by
Therese-Anne Druart) and the other on a Jewish author ("Maimonides on
Creation and Emanation" by Arthur Hyman).
The editor, John Wippel, arranged the studies as much as possible
according to a chronological plan. Some of the articles involve philosophical
discussions reaching into several centuries, e.g., "Plato or Aristotle-A Real
Alternative in Medieval Philosophy?" by Georg Wieland, "The Divine as a
Measure of Being in Platonic and Scholastic Thought" by James McEvoy, and
"The Tradition of Mediaeval Nominal ism" by Calvin C. Normore; these are
used as "bridge articles." The result is an integrated kaleidoscope of some
very interesting philosophical ideas.
Eleonore Stump discusses the problem of interpretation of the Stoic
"undemonstrated" arguments. She examines the recent literature on the
subject and then argues convincingly that the most plausible, historically
accurate, and coherent interpretation of the Stoic "indemonstrables" is still
that which had been given by Boethius. John Wippel undertakes a critical
examination of one of the central ideas of Aquinas's metaphysics, the idea
of participation, which has been neglected by most of the revivalists of
Thomism in favor of other themes. B. R. Inagaki, interpreting Aquinas,
defends the view that a habit is not caused simply by repetition of acts, but
rather by human nature conceived ofas final cause.James F. Ross offers an
analysis of the concept of annihilation. Calvin Normore 's essay presents a
most insightful picture of the twelfth- and fourteenth-century nominates. He
replaces the stereotyped accounts of medieval nominalism as one of the positions on the "problem of universals" by an account of nominalist refusal to
reify dicta, statuses, the complexe significabilia, and other "hows" of things.
Marilyn Adams scrutinizes the question of whether Ockham is a voluntarist
or a naturalist. Stephen F. Brown offers an interesting philosophic discussion of the nature of final causality intertwined with questions about the
authenticity of several texts of Ockham. Finally, Edward P. Mahoney presents
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John of Jandun's understanding of the structure of man and of the
plurality-of-forms doctrine within the historical context.
Indices of authors and subjects conclude this volume which should
prove most valuable for use in courses on medieval philosophy and on
intellectual history.
Ivan Boh
Ohio State University

Philippe Contamine, War in the Middle Ages, trans. Michael Jones, Basil
Blackwell, 1984.
Michael J o nes has provided the English reading public with a n excellent
translation of Philippe Contamine's La guerre au Moyen Age, which first
appeared in 1980. In addition, the translation has appeared in a relatively
short time since the original publication in French. One has only to
remember that 22 years passed before J. F. Verbruggen's classic study of
medieval warfare, De Krijskunst in West-Europa in de Middeleeuwen (/Xe tot begin
X/Ve eeuw), was issued in an English translation.
Contamine, whose main interest is fourteenth - and fifteenth-century
warfare, here surveys medieval combat from the late fourth century, when
the Germans entered the Roman Empire, through the early sixteenth century
and the beginning of the modern army. For the most part he concentrates
his attention on what today is called "Western Europe"-France, Germany,
Italy, Spain, and England, with occasional comments on developments outside these five areas. The book is divided into three parts. The first is a
chronological treatment of the period. In the second part, Contamine
examines a series of topics: military equipment, the art of war, the impact
of war on society, courage, and medieval thought on warfare. The third part
consists of a 50-page bibliography that contains 34 sections; this alone is
worth the price of the book.
This is not a book about grand strategy, campaign marches, and
battlefield tactics. Instead it is an examination of military developments as
European society changed through the thousand years of the Middle Ages.
As one reads, one is struck time and again by the reality that medieval warfare happened in miniature when compared to more recent times. From
bands of a few thousand Germans to armies of a few dozen knights in plate
armor supported by infantry often numbering in the hundreds and the odd
artillery piece, warfare of the period was on a very small scale. Yet, kings
and city-states devoted considerable attention and money to it. Repeatedly
rulers raised vast sums to put tiny forces into the field. The lack of national
armies made the use of military power almost the exception rather than the

